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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  New  Radnor  Rural 
District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1965  together  with  the  Report  of  your  Surveyor  and  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

I would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Allen  for  his  help  and 
co-operation  during  the  year. 

R.  H.  Jobson 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


1.  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 
/• 

Area  (in  acres) 
estimated  population 
Number  of  houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sun  represented  by  a Panny  Rate 


51,892 
2,050 
660 
30 , 8 94 
£119 


2.  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

(a)  Live  Births  (legitimate)  26 

M M ( illigitimate)  3 


Male  Female 
13  13 

1 2 


TOTALS 

(b)  Infant  Mortality 


29 15 


(i)  Death  of  infants  under  1 year  - 1 male 

(ii)  ,f  u 51  u 4 weeks  - NIL 

(iii)  ” ” ” ” 1 week  - NIL 


( c )  Causes  of  deaths  ( S t atistics  provided  by  the 
Registrar  GeneraT) 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neosplams  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system  2 

Coronary  disease,  angina  1 

Other  heart  diseases  4 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 
diarrhoea  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  1 


2 

1 

2 


2 


1 

2 

4 

1 

l 

1 

3 


14  7 21 


3.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


The  district  has  remained  comparatively  free  from 
infectious  and  other  diseases  during  the  year  under  review, 

4.  TUBERCULOSIS 


The  County  Medical  Officer  deals  with  all  aspects  of 
this  disease. 


2 
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5.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  Authority  for  the 
execution  of  this  Act. 

Laboratory  Facilities  - These  are  provided  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Hereford  and  the  Public  Analyst’s 
Laboratory  at  Carmarthen. 

6.  WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  puality  of  public  water  supplies  throughout  the 
district  remained  satisfactory  with  one  exception.  The 
exception  occurred  on  the  Franksb ridge  water  supply  and  was 
due  to  a breakdown  in  the  chlorination  plant. 

Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  some  private  supplies 
(including  repeat  samples)  and  where  necessa^  advice  was 
given  on  how  to  improve  these  water  supplies. 

Below  are  the  results  of  bacteriological  sampling 
of  water  supplies  in  the  district:- 


j Public 

I 

Supply 

| Treatment 

i 

• Ho.  of 
j Samples 
t aken 

No . of 
Satisfactory 

Samples 

Unsatisfactory 

iNew  Radnor 
& district 

Filtration  & 
Chlorination 

7 

7 

1 Franksbridge 
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i Llandegley 
] (Bulk  Supply) 
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; Glade stry 

NIL 
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1 

| Even jobb 
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1 ' 
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| Kinnerton 

it 

1 
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! Private 
| Supplies 

j 
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l 

24 

20 

4 
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The  quality  of  water  available  from  public  piped  supplies 
was  adequate  excepting  at  the  villages  of  Gladestry  and  Glascwm. 

A shortage  of  water  occurred  to  dwellings  in  both  of  these 
villages  due  to  bore,  of  water  main  between  the  respective 
village  and  reservoir  being  inadequate®  The  sources  of  supply 
to  both  villages  would  appear  to  be  adequate. 

Shortages  of  water  also  occurred  in  some  of  the  more  sparsely 
populated  areas  of  the  district  that  are  without  a piped  supply 
of  water  (especially  at  Newchurch  village)  but  the  Council 
have  considered  extending  existing  mains  supplies  into  these  areas. 

No  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during 
the  year.  No  information  is  available  on  the  fluoride  content 
of  the  various  supplies  and  there  was  no  indication  that  the 
waters  are  liable  to  have  plumb o solvent-action. 

Water_ Resources _ Act :_1963  - Formal  applications  were  made  to 
the  Wye  River" Authority , in  accordance  with  Section  33  of  this 
Act,  for  licenses  of  right  in  reliance  of  abstractions  of  water 
within  the  period  of  5 years  ending  with  the  1st  April,  1965 
from  seven  existing  sources  of  supply  in  this  district. 

The  number  of  dwellings  and  estimated  population  supplied 


with  piped 

or  other 

supplies 

of  water  are  given  below: 

Number  of 

properties 

| Estimated 
i Population 

parish  j 

i 

with 

mains  supply 
of  water 

| supplied  by  private 
! and/or  public  wells 

served 

! into  house 

and/or  springs 

’by  standpipe  1 

i 
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Parish 


Number  of  properties 


with  mains  supply 
of  water 


into  house  by  standpipe 


supplied  by  private 
and/or  public  wells 
and/or  springs 


I Estimated 
[Population 
served 


Brought  forward 

113 

19 

208 

1056 

Llanfihangel 

- 

i 

26 

81 

Michaelchurch 

- 

22 

78 

New church 

t 

20 

69 

New  Radnor 

89 

5 

18 

339 

Old  Radnor 

40 

j 10 

36 

250 

Trewern 

- 

i 

16 

54 

Walton 

27 

i 

11 

■ 

123 

TOTALS 

269 

34 

i 

357* 

2050 

I I i 

j.... : 


A large  percentage  of  these  dwellings  have  a supply  of  water 
piped  into  the  house  from  their  own  private  source. 

7.  DRAINAGE  aid  sewerage  disposal 

The  existing  drainage  of  New  Radnor  village  is  totally 
inadequate  for  a compact  village  of  this  size  and  nuisances  are 
continually  being  caused.  Seventeen  dwellings  (including 
fourteen  Council  houses)  and  the  school  and  canteen  are 
connected  to  the  existing  sewera ge  disposal  plant,  whilst 
another  sixty-one  properties  are  connected  either  to  septic 
tanks  or  only  to  soakaways. 

The  Council  have  now  given  instructions  to  their 
consulting  engineers  to  draw  up  a scheme  and  submit  prices 
for  the  drainage  of  the  whole  of  the  village.  This  scheme 
is  long  overdue,  and  when  received  the  Council  should  take 
immediate  steps  to  implement  sane. 


1 ^ 

Following  the  receipt  of  a report  of  an  unsatisfactory 
sample  of  sewage  effluent,  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  humus  tank  at  the  L land eg ley  sewerage  disposal  works 
to  be  de-sludged  fortnightly.  The  properties  connected  to 
this  disposal  works  are  seven  dwellings  (including  six 
Council  houses)  and  a school  and  canteen. 

The  two  remaining  sewerage  disposal  plants  at  Glade stry 
and  Sven.jobb  deal  with  sewerage  from  their  respective  council 
housing  sites.  They  are  both  working  to  their  full  capacity. 

8 • REFUSE  COLLECT ‘ION  Aid  D USPOSAL 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
contract  and  disposal  is  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on 
three  sites  in  the  district. 

As  reported  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  the  Council  have 
revised  their  collection  of  household  refuse  and  agreed 
to  improve  upon  this  service  by  giving  a twice  monthly  collec- 
tion during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  the  remainder 
of  the  year  being  only  a monthly  collection.  This  improvement 
is  not  enough.  The  Council  should  aim  at  giving  a fortnightly 
service  throughout  the  whole  year. 

Whilst  the  existing  Contractor  had  always  given  . 
satisfactory  service,  the  Council  decided  to  advertise, 
inviting  new  tenders  for  the  collection  of  household  refuse 
throughout  the  district.  Only  two  tenders  were  received. 
Resulting  from  this,  a new  contractor  was  appointed  to 
collect  the  refuse.  Disruptions  were  caused, to  this  service 
and  the  new  contractor  eventually  was  unable  to  fulfill 
his  commitments,  and  for  the  last  month  of  the  year  under 
review,  the  original  contractor  had  to  be  approached  to 
complete  this  service. 

The  Council  may  now  experience  serious  difficulties 
in  carrying  out  their  commitments  during  the  following  year. 

9*  NUISANCE  • . • 

Last  year’s  report  expressed  the  concern  of  the  public 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  three  stone  quarries  in  the 
district,  due  to  the  emission  of  dust  from  the  plant  installed 
at  these  quarries.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  to  these  plants  by  the  installation  of  dry  and  wet  dust 
collecting  plant  but  there  is  still  some  room  for  improvement. 

Regarding  the  complaints  received  of  vibration  to  properties 
in  the  area  during  blasting  operations,  a vibrograph  instrument 
was  set  up  and  photographic  readings  taken  of  any  vibration 
made  during  blasting  operations.  As  a result  of  these  readings, 
it  was  reported  that  the  recorded  movement  was  not  capable  of 
damaging  a frail  or  poorly  designed  structure. 

1°.  HOUSING 

Further  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  houses  in 
the  district  either  privately  with  the  aid  of  local  authority 
grants,  or  through  grants  available  from  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  (Hill  Farming  improvement  schemes  for  farm  houses). 

lore  of  the  isolated  and  inaccessible  houses  in  the 
district,  which  have  been  vacant  for  some  time,  are  now 
being  occupied  bjr  people  from  the  Midlands  and  used  as  weekend 
and  holiday  cottages.  Every  effort  is  made  to  improve  the 
standard  of  fitness  of  these  dwellings  and  new  owners  are 
co-operating  in  this  respect. 
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Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  three  houses  were  scheduled  as  being 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  other  unfit  dwellings  were 
brought  up  to  a fit  standard. 


Humber  of 

Categories 

i 

! 

houses 

f 1 & 2 3 1 

i i i 

4 & 5 

660 

1 296  j 262 

: i : 

102  : 

> 

Undoubtedly  the  endeavour  of  the  ministry  of  Housing 
to  establish  a criteria  to  enable  local  authorities  to 
reveiw  their  slum  problems  for  the  first  time  on  the  basis 
of  common  standards  is  a good  thing,  and  will, show  a more 
true  picture  of  the  standard  of  fitness  of  dwellings  throughout 
the  country,  and  especially  in  comparison  between  districts. 

Private  Building 

Two  new  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  current  year. 

Council  House  building: 

The  Council  have  considered  the  cuestion  of  building 
more  Council  houses  on  three  small  sites  they  already  own  in 
the  district,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  had  some 
difficulty  in  re-letting  an  existing  house  that  became 
vacant,  they  have  been  understandably  cautious  in  proceeding 
with  the  erection  of  more  dwellings# 

They  eventually  agreed  to  obtain  layout  designs  and  basic 
prices  for  the  erection  of  at  least  four  dwellings  at 
Old  Radnor. 

Improvement  Grants 

Below  are  figures  comparing  the  number  of  grants  approved, 
with  those  for  pervious  years. 

Discretionary 


Year 

11961  ! 1962 

1963 

1964 

ft 

1965! 

jmo.  of  applications  approved 

i i j i 

NIL 

3 

1 j 

[ 

i Amount  of  grant  anoroved 

i 

1 

U400  i£355 

5 1 

NIL 

1 

£918 

£2  6o; 

Standard 


Year 

. 

1961 

1962 

i 

• 1963 

: 

i 1964 

> 

1965 

no.  of  applications  approved 

2 ■ 

5 

1 

j 4 

“i 

I 

j 1 , 
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Improvement  Areas 

The  Council  are  satisfied  that  there  is  no  area 
within  the  District  which  ought  to  he  declared  an 
improvement  area. 

11.  CARAVANS 


One  new  holiday  caravan  site  was  approved  in  the  area 
and  the  existing  holiday  site  was  improved  by  installing 
essential  ameneties. 

In  addition  there  are  10  individual  caravan  sites  in 
the  area.  These  sites  are  used  as  " permanent"  homes, 
although  their  approval  is  only  for  a three  year  period. 

12 . RCDiiNT  CONTROL 

The  Council  continued  to  make  free  poison  bait 
available  for  treatment  to  domestic  properties.  Farms 
are  being  treated  by  private  operators  or  the  occupiers. 

Minor  infestations  have  occurred  on  Council  refuse  tips, 
but  these  have  been  dealt  with  expeditiously,  and  not 
allowed  to  spread. 

13.  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Food  Premises  - The  premises  are  summarised  as  follows  - 

Butchers  Shop  1 
Bakery  1 

Grocery  Stores  7 
Public  Houses  8 
School  Canteens  6 


Inspections  46 


Food  and  Drugs  Act-  1955-.  Section  16 

Ho.  of  premises  registered  for  the 
storage  of  sale  of  ice  cream  11 

jHo.  of  premises  registered  for  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  sausages,  etc.  1 


2J± 


One  additional  premises  was  registered  during  the  year 
for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  Only  pre-packed 
ice  cream  is  sold  at  these  premises. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 
All  moat  retailed  from  butchers  shops  or  vans  coming  into 
the  district  is  slaughtered  outside  the  district  and  inspected 
before  it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse. 


Milk  Supply 


All  dairy  premises  in  the  district  are  occupied  by 
producer/wholesalers  and  come  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Retailers  operating  in  the  area 
have  their  premises  outside  the  district. 
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( 

14.  FACTORIES  AMP  WORKSHOPS 


* Premises 

Number  on'  Number  of  i 

1 

: 

Register 

Inspections’ 

j(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
; 1,2 ,3,4  & 6 are  to  be  enforced  by 

7 

7 

\ L.A. 

\ 

• j 

;(ii)  Factories  not  included,  in 
: ( i)  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 

; by  L.A „ 

10 

i 

: j 

I 20 

: * 1 

• i 

| 

TOTAL 

17 

27 

? J 


15  • OBLIGES SHOPS^  AND,  RAILWAY  YRLMISES^  ACT^  19.63 

It  is  considered  that  duties  in  accordance  with  this 
Act,  tie  up  with  other  duties  carried  out  by  a Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  for  this  reason  I have  included 
this  brief  note  on  same. 


No.  of  applications  ;No,  of  premises.  No.  of 
received  for  registration  registered  j inspections 


